
ARIN Policy and You
What’s relevant (and what’s 

not!) to hosting providers



You won’t find …



• When you can and can’t statically 
assign an IP address
– There are no acceptable or 

unacceptable technical uses of an IP 
address in ARIN policy.

– Persistent urban myth that ARIN disallows 
providers from statically assigning IP 
addresses to a device for things like SEO 
or proxies.



• Restrictions on name-based vs. IP-
based hosting
– Related to the last bullet point, ARIN 

policy does not disallow IP-based hosting. 
If a network operator feels IP-based 
hosting is appropriate for a customer, 
then the operator should feel free to 
statically assign an IP address for that 
customer’s hosted service.



• Any maximum amount of addresses 
you can assign a single customer
– You never need turn down a customer 

because their IP address needs are 
beyond your inventory’s free size. You can 
assign them the free space you have, 
then come back to ARIN for more space 
to continue providing IP addresses to that 
customer and to others.



You will find …



• Guidance on how to figure out if a 
customer request for IPv4 addresses is 
justified



NRPM 4.3.3





• Requirements to SWIP (or RWHOIS) 
static assignments of /29 and larger
– Must register customer organization 

information:
• Customer name
• Mailing address where service is provided

– Most likely the data center address since that’s 
where the servers are

– Residential Customer Privacy does not
apply



• Multiple Discrete Networks (NRPM 4.5)
– One OrgID, multiple DCs



• IPv6 policy for ISPs
– It’s easy!



So now what ?



• Are any ARIN policies unclear or 
imprecise?

• Which ARIN policies do not work for 
hosting providers?

• Should ARIN policy give consideration 
to situations it does not, presently?


